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This Music Development Plan outlines the vision and objectives for the Music Department at
Maidstone Girls Grammar School (MGGS). The plan focuses on three key areas: curriculum
music, co-curricular provision, and musical experiences across the school community, with the
aim of fostering a dynamic and inclusive music programme that nurtures every student’s
musical development.

Part A: Curriculum Music

The Key Stage 3 Music curriculum at MGGS aims to develop a passion for music through
engaging, practical learning activities. Lessons are designed to be both accessible and
challenging, catering to students with varying levels of prior knowledge. With carefully
scaffolded activities, students are supported and encouraged to extend and broaden their
musical skills. As they progress, students build confidence in their abilities as performers and
composers, honing aural and music notation skills that will prepare them for the practical
demands of GCSE music and life-long music-making.

Curriculum Overview

e KS3 (Years 7-9):
All students study music for one hour per week. The curriculum introduces students to
a wide variety of musical styles, including classical, pop, and world music. The focus is
on developing core skills in singing and at the keyboard, along with an introduction to
composition, music notation and digital audio workstation tools.

e KS4 (Years 10-11):
Students who choose Music as a GCSE option are timetabled five teaching hours over
a fortnight. Following the Eduqas specification, students study the fundamental musical
elements used in western classical music as well as a wide array of styles and genres
including: jazz and blues, musical theatre, rock, bhangra, hip hop, soul and film for
film and video games. 60% of the course is based on performance and composition
coursework, in addition to a 40% written appraising music paper.The course focuses on
developing students' skills in both traditional and contemporary music-making helping
them become increasingly confident performers and imaginative composers.

e KSS (Years 12-13):
MGGS currently offers an elective weekly one hour music enrichment session to all



Sixth Form which is rotated termly. The aspiration is to offer both A Level Music
(AQA) and A Level Music Technology courses in the future.

Part B: Co-curricular Music

At MGGS, we strongly believe in the importance of a diverse and engaging co-curricular
programme which compliments the formal curriculum.Being a member of a musical ensemble
fosters confidence,creativity and teamwork, while allowing students to refine their musical

skills.

Instrumental and Vocal Tuition

e Approximately 84 students currently receive one-to-one or group lessons and ten

visiting peripatetic teachers offer tuition on a full range of classical and contemporary
instruments.

Financial support for small group woodwind tuition is available through Kent Music’s
agency project scheme. Pupil Premium funding is effectively used to ensure all
students have access to tuition regardless of financial means.

MGGS provides access to guitars, drum kits and keyboards which students can use free
of charge in school. The department is well equipped with 4 practice rooms, a
dedicated drum room and two large classrooms available to book for use before school
and during morning and lunch breaks.

Ensemble Opportunities

MGGS offers a range of musical ensembles, ensuring there are options for students of all
interests and abilities. The following groups are part of the school’s varied music scene:

Concert Orchestra: Open to students of all ages, this ensemble performs a variety of
classical and contemporary music.

Chamber Choir: A smaller, selected and more advanced vocal ensemble, focusing on
a diverse range of choral repertoire.

Singing Club: A large and popular informal group aimed at students who enjoy
singing together with their friends

Sixth Sense: A student led Sixth Form band, specialising in contemporary song covers.
Year 9 Rock Band: A group of Year 9 students rehearsing and performing popular
music

Folk Group: An informal Sixth Form student led ensemble exploring folk and
traditional music arrangements.

School Production: Annie 2025

Part C: Events, Opportunities, and Partnerships

Throughout the academic year, MGGS students participate in a wide range of events that
showcase their musical talents and provide valuable performance experience.



Key Events in the Music Calendar

Inter-House Music (September):

A fun and competitive event where students from different houses perform in various
categories, including instrumental, vocal, and ensemble performances. This event
encourages collaboration and school spirit while showcasing student talent across all
year groups.

Year 7 Concert (October):

A special performance event that allows Year 7 students to showcase their talents. It
offers a platform for students who may be new to the school’s music programme, and
serves as an introduction to the musical opportunities available at MGGS.

Annual School Carol Service at All Saints Church (December):

A long-standing tradition where the choirs and ensembles of MGGS perform for the
school community. This service is a highlight of the term and provides students with an
opportunity to perform in a formal and community-centered setting.

School Production - Annie (February 2025):

The school’s annual musical production, where students take on roles in acting,
singing, and instrumental accompaniment. This year’s production of Annie will involve
a wide range of students from across the school.

Spring Concert (March 25):

A large-scale concert that features the school’s choirs, orchestras, and various
instrumental groups. This concert will showcase the breadth and depth of MGGS’s
music programme, highlighting student performances across all year groups.

Partnerships and External Collaborations

MGGS is committed to building relationships with other educational institutions and local
music organizations to further enrich students' musical experiences.

Kent Music:

As our local music hub, Kent Music provides additional resources, funding, and
performance opportunities. We will continue to collaborate with Kent Music in local
Big Sing and instrumental performance project

University of Canterbury:

Collaboration with the University of Canterbury enables students to participate in
recording workshops, concerts, and performances (Evensong) with university music
students, offering valuable exposure to professional musicians.

KGSMA and Other Local Schools:

MGGS works with local schools and colleges to provide joint workshops and
performances, broadening students’ musical experiences and building a sense of
community across schools.

Conclusion

This Music Development Plan for Maidstone Girls Grammar School is designed to foster a
rich, varied, and inclusive music education programme that caters to the diverse needs and
interests of our students. Through a combination of a strong curriculum, extensive
co-curricular opportunities, and regular performance events, we aim to support each student in



developing a deep passion for music. By continuing to foster external partnerships and
collaborations, we will ensure that MGGS remains a leader in providing high-quality, diverse
musical experiences for students, helping them reach their full musical potential.
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