
 

An MGGS Student Guide to BBC Radio 4 

If you’re a podcast enthusiast, you are looking for a way to access up to date discussion about contemporary 
issues, or you find yourself too swamped to read as much non-fiction as you’d like, BBC Radio 4 is a fabulous 
resource. Here are some of our favourite regular programmes: 
 

Show 
Search for this at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4 to find the 
schedule and past episodes or download 
the BBC Sounds app to access. 

Description Related subjects  
These are just suggestions - 
there may be more! 

The Bottom Line Evan Davis, of Dragons’ Den, hosts discussions 
led by experts related to a different area of 
business each episode. 

Business, Economics, 
Politics, Sociology, 
Psychology 

Inside the Ethics 
Committee 

Each episode examines and discusses a real 
medical case that was referred to an ethics 
committee. The show explores how difficult 
decisions about how and when to treat patients 
are made. Can be a tear-jerker, and sensitive 
material included in some episodes. 

Health and Social Care, 
Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Sociology, 
Psychology, 
Philosophy/RS 

A Good Read Harriet Gilbert invites two high profile guests to 
introduce a favourite book and the three discuss 
these in each episode. 

English  

More or Less Experts explore the truth (or lack of it) behind 
the data and statistics quoted in the news of the 
week. 

Politics, Sociology, 
Business, Economics, 
Mathematics 

The Infinite Monkey Cage Brian Cox and Robin Ince take a ‘witty, 
sometimes irreverent look at the world through 
scientists’ eyes’.  A different theme each 
episode. 

Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology 

Moral Maze A debate that explores the moral dilemma 
behind an issue from the news each week. 

Philosophy/RS, 
Sociology, Psychology 

The Media Show Amol Rajan presents a weekly show exploring 
contemporary issues in the Media world. 

Media 

Beyond Belief A series that explores ‘the place and nature of 
faith in today’s world’. 

RS, Sociology 

Inside Science Dr Adam Rutherford explores issues of modern 
science. 

Biology, Physics, 
Chemistry, (related to 
other subjects, e.g. 
Politics) 

The Digital Human An exploration of the digital world and how we 
relate to it. 

Computing, Sociology, 
Psychology 

The Listening Project Recorded, 5 minute, conversations between real 
people covering a range of different subjects, 
some serious and some not so. 

Sociology (and many 
more!) 
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Thinking Allowed Each episode explores a different subject, 
examining how society works, and investigating 
new research. 

Sociology, Psychology 

The Food Programme A show that explores every aspect of the food 
we eat. 

Food and Nutrition, 
Biology, Chemistry 

Analysis A programme that explores the ideas behind 
public policy. 

Politics 

Law in Action A legal magazine show. Law 

Inside Health A show that explores issues in the world of 
Health. 

Health and Social Care, 
Sciences, 
Medicine/Healthcare 

In Our Time Melvyn Bragg and a panel of experts discuss 
the history of ideas. 

History, MFL (and many 
more depending on the 
episode) 

The Disrupters Leading entrepreneurs reveal their stories of 
risk, ambition and failure. 

Business, Economics 

Front Row Live magazine programme on the worlds of arts, 
literature, film, media and music. 

Art, Drama, 
English/MFL, Media 

From our own 
Correspondent 

Insight, wit and analysis from BBC 
correspondents, journalists and writers from 
around the world. 

MFL, Geography (and 
many more depending 
on episode) 

Word of Mouth Series exploring the world of words and the 
ways in which we use them. 

English, MFL, Social 
sciences (and many 
more depending on 
episode) 

All in the Mind Programme exploring the limits and potential of 
the human mind. 

Psychology, Sciences 

 
 
 
 
 


